October 8, 2023 19" Sunday after Pentecost

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

_ : ‘*s‘éﬁ&*é"\"w sh ,
.\ n«a\»ﬁg ﬁﬂg\ ﬂb@%'

THE CHIEF JRetag
CORNERSTONE JERess




WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING
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PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, in whose image we are
made, who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen!

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

O O

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Together we pray,

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for
the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from
you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us
on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always
making a new way for us. In - Christ, you are already and always
forgiven. In the Spirit we have strength and life.

Amen.



HYMN Great is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733

u
#

!
|
|

7

=

} } } }
| | | | }\

e I P L

1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,
C Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by

the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and
by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE  THE FEAST OF VICTORY ELW s148
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WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7
'Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
’He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
*And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
>And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured,;
| will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
°I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice, but saw bloodshed,;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:] “’If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, |
have more: °circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law,
a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because
of Christ. °More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that |



may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God based on faith. *°I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming
like him in his death, *'if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the
dead.

“’Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. **Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, *“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jesus.

L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ALLELUIA ELW s151
49_#“ I K e
Ol 2 T J
o
Al -le - In - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
e
_%BL‘ - ‘I 4
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.
GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the people:] ***“Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press
In it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to



another country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to
the tenants to collect his produce. **But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *®Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. *’Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” **But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us
kill him and get his inheritance.” *“So they seized him, threw him out of
the vineyard, and killed him. “°Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “‘They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

““Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing, and it 1s amazing in our eyes’?
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. ““The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls.”

*When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “°They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

P The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

HYMN The Church of Christ ELW 729
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the
church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.
each petition concludes...
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
P Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and
the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through
Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING ELW 689
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,



C God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered
around your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number
us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast
upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen

THE MEAL

P The Lord be withyou. C  And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C  We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
ELW s153

7

E==

O

F

Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

3
B)
o

! T
i [
—
heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y

i

1
Il ] I ]
] 1

]

’

Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes

o - J — —

in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For
those not communing, please keep your hands folded and you will receive a
blessing. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion.
If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to
the altar rail and would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an
usher.

after all have communed
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace. C Amen.

Together we pray,

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain
us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your
beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we
meet you on the way. Amen.

O >



P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who
claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give
you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign,

+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

C Amen.
HYMN Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! ELW 873
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DISMISSAL

P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Choir Rehearsals Begin Today
Choir rehearsals will begin this morning, October 8, AFTER the
worship service (at 10:30) in the choir room.

Memorial Garden Update
A few people came out to help spruce up the Memorial Garden, but
the work was not completed. If you can join us this Tuesday at
8:30, we can get it done.

Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned foods like beef
stew or chili. All donations should be placed in the bin in the
narthex.

October Ladies Lunch
Ladies, we will meet for lunch at Arturs this Wednesday, October
11™, at 11:30 am. Arturs is located on Indiana Avenue, just north of
Dearborn St. We will order off the menu and have separate
checks. Hope you can all join us for a lovely time and lots of
fellowship!! Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the
narthex. Deadline is this morning. Questions? See Kathie Wiley.

The Halloween Safe Walk is Coming up Fast!
Every year Faith has a table at the annual Halloween Safe Walk on
Dearborn Street. This is an outreach to local families, and we
always ask our members to help by contributing bags of wrapped
candy for distribution that night. It's better to have candy that won'’t
melt and has no nuts. There will be a tub in the narthex for your
contributions. If you prefer, you may give money and we will buy
the candy for you.



Have Extra Bibles?
A local Christian men’s group is collecting new and used Bibles for
shipment to third world countries. If you have some “extras” at
home, bring them next week. There is a box in the narthex to
receive them. The collection is for the entire month of October.

Attendance last Sunday: 53

Church Picnic
Our Church Picnic will be held at the Englewood Garden and
Beach Club on Manasota Key. The date is October 29", from 3 to
6 pm, including evening devotions by the Gulf. Sign-up sheetis in
the narthex. We will provide pulled pork, hot dogs and sloppy joes.
You are asked to bring a side dish, salad or dessert. We will ask
for a donation to the hurricane fund at the picnic.

You Are Invited
We would like to invite you to attend Englewood Community
Coalition's Annual Celebration Dinner on Thursday, October 26,
from 6:30 to 8 pm. We will feature nationally known entertainer/
keynote/ motivational speaker Bill Gladwell, plus a great meal and
fun evening at the Rotonda Hills Golf and Country Club. ECC will
have more information about our new Arts direction at the dinner.
This is a youth friendly event, so feel free to bring your family or a
friend. This event is by invitation only because of limited space.
Please do not share the link. Registration ends October 18. Click
the link for more information: ECC Celebration/Eventbrite If you
have questions, see Pastor Armen.

WE PRAY FOR...
Jerry Marsh Rosie LaQuay Verna Newlon
Joyce Schultz Debby Lynn Costello Bruce Grosvenor

Art Hanson Neal Schattauer Shirley Rice


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ecc-annual-celebration-dinner-meeting-creativity-with-positivity-tickets-727893578287?aff=oddtdtcreator

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Gloria Marsh
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Debby Porter
Ushers: Harold & Linda Schultz

Your Church Council
Steve Wolfe (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice President), Jeff Petersen
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Ellen Lindhurst, Jim Taylor,
Gene Newlon, Larry Bennett, Jay Fisher.

THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 10:00 am Worship & Music
6:30 pm Mutual Ministry
8:00 pm AA meets at church

Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew
8:30 am Memorial Garden
clean-up

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

10:00 am Grace Bible Study

11:00 am Council

5:00 pm Girl Scouts

6:00 pm Prayer with Grace
Wednesday 1:00 pm OLT




Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am — Noon (M-F)

PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 —1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life



